Delay in R/—\F dafm was :due to dil

L And RE00-000. for her Son'y o
" ture loss of earntiigs, -

[{ASHIEFA AJ‘AM

JOBURG mothe1 has T
- lost her caso against
onte of SA's top pei-i’
sonal  injury  law
fitns — and settted for far less
‘than she would have got If
“she'd stayed with them. .
Elizabeth Steyn challenged
her former lawyers, Ronald Bo--
_broff and Pariners over a delay
+in her Road “Accident Fund
(RAF) elaim ~ and sued them
. Tor nearly R500 000, . ’
- .The court action stemmed
;.from a crash involving her
+thend2-year-old son, Mieah,
“who had bean imuled intheae-
celdent with a car in- Wessels-
: brow, in the Ivee Stato, in 2005,
©. Micah was thrown off his
. bicyete and landed on the wind-
“screen of the insured car, He
Sfractured ,his skull, among
’ather serious injuries. !
- The following year, Steyn
-approached Bobroff and Part-
niers 1 prosecute a third paviy
claim against the RAE
But accouimg to.cowrt pa-
pers she was not satisfied with
_thelength of time it toclk them
fo conciude “the cass, so she
* dumped them and hived others,
Last Trebruary, the Jobwrg
- THgh Court orderad the RAT to
Jpay Steyn R2.8 million, nclud-
Ang R2m in general damages

- tatéd: [h

“alegedly caused by th

- Pive days- latoy :she. ins;a—
tion agam Bobrof‘f
And Pag: tner's. .

She wated ihe i frni fo] pay
her intorest. of 15,5 pewent a

eax for the ibarty 15-month de. -

lay in her claii With the. RAF,
law

fivm. ‘.
She datd the-f:mh been
negligent . “and wrongﬁzliy
faited and ov

negleated fo.-

But yester-
day Judge Morda Tsoka found
in favour of Sieyn's aftorney,
Stephan Bezuidenhout, and Bo-
broff and Pariners, saying the
firm had, In fact, acted 4ili-
gently in handling Steyn’scase.

The judge said i was com- -

mon knowledge that the wait-
ing perlod for trial dates was
about 12 months,

He sald while Steyn was
concerned about the delay in fi-
nalising the claim, she had
never voiced these concerns to

._,,{‘

Lok

fgence not neghgence-

Bcbxoff .
Tsolea sald he wag unable to’
ind negligence by Bobroff, He

sai¢ when she initlally éon.

sulted the lawyers, they had in-

formed her that matters of this
‘ - able fhat they would resuit ixf
" the tlal date belng allocdted, 14

nature took time,
In her evidence, Steyn had
conceded this, sald Tsoka, - -

“The claim is not only speé-.

Wative, but iz based onconjec
ture and inferential reasoning;

On 28 August 2009 the plain;

tiff- sent 'an e
mall {6. the de-

timeously pre- - ; fendant
pare, - formu- ?h@ anﬁm acknowledging
i’tfxfmn?‘-’fii‘t?. as settled tog et the ff‘iifii; -
St oMy and for - ma ww
claim to' re- !ﬂfay too ﬂﬁﬂe ™ her son {0 con-
cover  dam- ,5; 3 _sult Dy Maruse,
ages™; STn the. same, .

g-mail,
plamtiff noted that fhe forth-
comning trial might have to be
postponed in order for'a proper

hewrosargson srepou tobe ob :

tained,

- “This, In my view, suggests
that the plaintift appreclated
that her son’s claim rvequired
proper aftentlon and that a de-
lay in the eircumstances of this
matler;-may be necessary. The
defendant commitied no delict.

Neither did (they) breach auy .

contr: actuai nmndqtes," R

the -

Judge ‘I‘soka ﬂnthex fowind 3
that Bobroff’s coniduct had not

: been wipawal, THe alleged acty
.of neghgence had not catised -

(Steyn) patrimenial logs, = -
- Neither had ¥ boen foresag. ©

months in the fature, :,
- "On thie totality of evmence

: hefme 1ne, 1 am unable to find -

any wrong done by the defen-

“dant. 011 the contrary, the des

fendant acted ditigently in BE: -

“eordance with their wﬂtt_en

mandatds,” Teoka said. *

Bobraff s senior divector]
Ronaid Bobuoff, said last mght :
he appreciated Judge Tsokas
comments and that- the ]udgv-
ment had besn a vjnd:caﬂon of .
Jthe pLactlce and 1ts goad repw i
fation.

“Thie unfartunate thing herd - :
is that Mrs Steyn's son’s condi*
tion had detertorated,” Bébroft
aid, Mo Bez.uidenhout had

" advised her that it took Jonget' .
for childven and yoring ‘people !

1o show long-term - elfeots. of'.

-stich aceidents. S ':,

“Thiz is why she was e'm' ’
tioned against settling hel‘ o
clain too quickly .

- “Itis gad, hecause theciaim .
was settled too qiekly andfoy
way too 1Htle; Andthe door has

“bean “closed on this case for | -
’ ever" Bobxoff said S




